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Tad Lo, on the Bolaven Plateau of Southern Laos — Waterfalls, scenery, |n d Ia Karnataka

relaxation. Or So I thought. Well it was good while it lasted....
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The day started off pre
normal - Rent motorbikes

drive up fto see somel |
waterfalls, find somewhere markets Nepal noodles

to swim, eat, drink. Exactl Blﬂﬂtﬂ a phy
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about when on holiday. We&i; B V. # Restaurants roadtrip
drove straight up to The e : - SﬂUth EaSt aSia
largest and furthest awa StrEEt Fﬂﬂd Tamil
waterfall. But this being the g
dry season, and a newl Nad"! tEITI[JIESthEII
built hydro-electric  dam, : Thai I_:Dﬂd
meant no water. Shame, {halla d
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this was a huge fall that would have been spectacular if there was even a little
water - What little water was falling was strangely being blown back up and
over the fall by the wind, or simply evaporating before it hit the bottom.

vietnam
W After this we hit our first snag - Paul's
bike ran out of petrol, but this was
=+ ageasily fixed with a run down to the local PrEVIOUS POSTS
. 88 ctrol station. Right after this though April 2012
we take a drive to the Tad Lo falls, March 2012 £
where we think we've hit the jackpot. A February 2012 )
wide 4m high fall, with crystal clear January 2012 \‘
water for swimming, right along a October 2011 :
precarious bamboo ladder/brnidge thing. September 2011
Beautiful. We spend Half an hour August 2011
swimming, managing to navigate July 2011
o —=jourselves right behind the falls and May 2011
e = back again. April 2011
: ‘-.-"{_ Swimming is tiring though, and I try to March 2011

=5 ‘_'—"'_‘_-F'?“_"_":_'f,; get out of the water to rest for a bit. Extiany 0Ll
e e =— | The rocks are slippy though, and I feel January 2011
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e = | something under my foot. I try to move LERE I o f'w—* :
= |away but slip on the rocks. As my foot November 2010

runs the length of the random object I October 2010
= September 2010

—===ican feel a hole tear in the sole of my
August 2010

e

foot — But no pain. Just the kind of

feeling vou get when a really sharp object cuts vou guickly. July 2010

: - June 2010
As I drag myself out onto the dry rocks [ e May 2010
can se.e th_e e#ent of the damage - A 283 : April 2010 : i
1/27 slice _rlght Into the mgscle ﬂbre.uf m March 2010 : g
foot my friend Paul laughing at me in the® : Ly
background. I'm still not in pain, but now
I don't know what to do. How am I going EMATL SUBSCRIPTION

to get back over the bridge? There's no
way [ can navigate that bridge, even

Enter your email address to
subscribe to this blog and
with the T-shirt I've now got tied around receive notifications of new

my foot. Turns out the thing that cut me was a discarded bamboo fishing rod - posts by email.
also with line and hooks which luckily I didnt get snagged on. Taint e other ol

At this point, seemingly out of
nowhere, two vyoung Germans,

: Si1gn me upl
wearing Lederhosen, come to g P

my rescue. They've got a decent

first aid kit and bandage me up
enough so I can get back over
the bridge to find some help. 1
couldnt be more thankful that
those guys were there to help
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me. Apparently they are part of
a trnio traveling around the
world, in Lederhosen. Why not.
I would appreciate people taking a look at theirsite_.__.____.___. HERE.

Back in town the man who we rented the bikes from offers to drive me to the
doctor. Another person I'm eternally grateful to. He had a bar full of guests
watching a Muay Thai match but left to find me help.

And help we got. The docto .
was also watching the Muayn
Thar and didnt seem toop

X
happy to help, the wordSee

Falang (or foreigner) wash
thrown around quite a bit.p

After opening up the hospitall &
for me and taking off m
bandages though, he realised
how bad a gash it was.

He stitched me up good and
tight — with what looked like
20lb fishing line, covered me in 1odine — much more pain than the actual cut, : ey
gave me antibiotics and anti-inflammatory drugs, and sent me on my way. And - ~.,,
all for only $10, a bargain. . :

It's now been four days and I stll cant walk, and it bleeds a little. It's getting
better slowly, but I'm in 3 hammock on an Island in the Mekong - And its a good
excuse to do nothing.
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